
 WCSD Student Voice Implementation Ideas

Student Advisory 
Council

Improve Your School!
Student Advisory Councils provide an organized way for 
students to have a voice in schools. Students as young 
as elementary school age have valuable insights into 
making their schools a better place. At Maxwell 
Elementary School, Principal Cahill started a Student 
Advisory Council known to students and staff as 
“Student Government.” Two students from every class, 
from Kindergarten through sixth grade, become “public 
servants” and serve their school by bringing the voice of 
students to meetings where they talk about school 
issues and solutions. 

Fast Facts
Kids in WCSD spend about 1,080 hours 
attending school each year. There is so much 
opportunity for them to make their voices 
matter during those hours!
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Every day, there are meetings taking place in 
schools where decisions are being made that 
will affect students. The large majority of 
these meetings take place without a student 
representative and adults could benefit from 
students’ perspectives!

When students are given choice, control, 
challenge, and collaborative opportunities, they 
become more motivated and engaged in 
school. Toshalis, E. & Nakkula, M (2012) 
Motivation, Engagement, and Student Voice: 
Students at the Center Series. Teaching and 
Learning in the Era of Common Core. 

  WCSD Student Voice Implementation Ideas

Student Advisory 
Council

Improve Your School!
Student Advisory Councils provide an organized way for 
students to have a voice in schools. Students as young 
as elementary school age have valuable insights into 
making their schools a better place. At Maxwell 
Elementary School, Principal Cahill started a Student 
Advisory Council known to students and staff as 
“Student Government.” Two students from every class, 
from Kindergarten through sixth grade, become “public 
servants” and serve their school by bringing the voice of 
students to meetings where they talk about school 
issues and solutions. 

Fast Facts
Kids in WCSD spend about 1,080 hours 
attending school each year. There is so much 
opportunity for them to make their voices 
matter during those hours!

1

2

3

!

Every day, there are meetings taking place in 
schools where decisions are being made that 
will affect students. The large majority of 
these meetings take place without a student 
representative and adults could benefit from 
students’ perspectives!

When students are given choice, control, 
challenge, and collaborative opportunities, they 
become more motivated and engaged in 
school. Toshalis, E. & Nakkula, M (2012) 
Motivation, Engagement, and Student Voice: 
Students at the Center Series. Teaching and 
Learning in the Era of Common Core. 



Discussion 
Questions

What is one thing you wish you 
could change about school? 
What is something YOU can do 
to be a part of that change? 

What qualities do you think it 
might take to be a good leader? 

What does it mean to consider 
the voice of ALL students when 
making decisions about school? 

Go Deeper
Do a google search for “Student Advisory Councils” 
and look at what other schools are doing. 

If you use social media, look up #StuVoice and look at 
all the stuff students do to have a voice in their schools. 
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